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The Battle of Le Hamel, France
100 years ago
The Battle of Hamel (4 July 1918) was a successful attack by Australian Army and US Army infantry, supported by British tanks,
against German positions in and around the town of Le Hamel, in
northern France, during World War I.
The attack was planned and commanded by Lieutenant General
John Monash, commander of the Australian Corps and Australian
Imperial Force.
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LEST WE FORGET.
Editorial Disclaimer

The material in this newsletter is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is intended to be advice on any particular subject.
The Editor disclaims all and any liability in respect to anything done or omitted, whether in whole or in part.
No person should take or use any information contained herein without first considering the facts and possibly checking professionally
that the advice is appropriate for their particular circumstances.
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Veterans’ Advocacy and Support Services Scoping Study
The Veterans’ Advocacy and Support Services Scoping Study discussion paper is now available
and the study is keen to receive submissions by 31 July 2018.
The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, the Hon Darren Chester MP, announced in April that an independent study would take place as part of the Turnbull Government's ongoing commitment to
put veterans and their families first. The study also responds to concerns raised about advocacy
for veterans in two parliamentary reports, including the Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and
Trade References Committee report, The Constant Battle: Suicide by Veterans.
“Veterans and their families deserve to have the best advocacy services available to assist
them to access their entitlements and this scoping study has been established to ensure that
happens. The study will also consider improvements to current advocacy services which were
recommended in The Constant Battle report,” Mr Chester said.
The advocacy study is being led by the former Chair of the Defence Abuse Response Taskforce,
Mr Robert Cornall AO. The aim of the study is to recommend a modern, professional and sustainable advocacy service for veterans and their families.
Submissions and input to the study are now being sought from the veteran, ex-service and Defence communities, including younger veterans, female veterans and veterans’ families.
There will be wide ranging consultation over the next few months to prompt discussion and ideas. The study is seeking the views of relevant policy and other stakeholders, including the Veterans’ Review Board, the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, and representatives from the legal,
community, health and disability sectors. The study will also consider comparable overseas advocacy services for veterans.
The study has issued a discussion paper to assist organisations and individuals wanting to
make a submission. It provides information and asks questions about issues raised in the
study’s Terms of Reference, including the contribution of ex-service organisations, different advocacy models, training and accreditation.
Two questionnaires have been developed which can be used as the basis of submissions. The
first questionnaire is for organisations and individuals, including ESO members, advocates, veterans and other interested parties. These questions mirror the questions in the discussion paper. The second questionnaire is for veterans and their families who want to share their personal experiences. In both versions you can answer as many or as few of the questions as you like.
For the discussion paper and more information about the Veterans’ Advocacy and Support Services Study see www.dva.gov.au/advocacystudy.

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WERRIWA—ANNE STANLEY MP
Office now at:
Shop 7, 441 Hoxton Park Road, Hinchinbrook NSW 2168
PO Box 88 Hoxton Park NSW 2171
Phone 02 8783 0977 Fax 02 9825 0244
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ASSISTANCE DOG TRIAL TO HELP TACKLE VETERAN MENTAL
HEALTH
The Federal Government is putting veterans first with an innovative trial of assistance dogs for veterans.
La Trobe University in Victoria will partner with the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) in conducting a $2 million trial of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) assistance dogs for veterans, Minister for
Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester announced recently.
“I am pleased to announce that DVA has engaged La Trobe University, in partnership with the Centre
for Service and Therapy Dogs Australia, to undertake the trial of assistance dogs for veterans with PTSD
as a supplement to clinical treatment,” Mr Chester said.
“La Trobe is a leader in research involving our best friend and is the home to Australia’s first dedicated
human-dog interaction laboratory. Dogs are great company, good fun, loyal friends and anyone who has
had a dog knows they can be incredibly beneficial for your wellbeing.
“The trial will be a considered process that takes into account the specific needs of the participating veteran - such as determining the most appropriate breed and temperament of dog, and the bonding process between the dog and participant.”
Mr Chester said work would commence on the detailed design phase of the trial, including the process
for veteran recruitment. Selection of participants will commence early in 2019, with dog or puppy selection taking place after that.
“Following the matching and suitability process, there will be a period of approximately 18 months for
the initial dog training and the bonding process, prior to the placement of the dog with the participant on
a permanent basis. It is expected that up to 20 participants will take part in the trial,” Mr Chester said.
“Unlike pet or companion dogs, assistance dogs are specially trained to perform ‘tasks’ that contribute to
the clinical recovery goals of the individual. The assistance dog will be integrated as part of a clinical care
plan involving the veteran and their mental health clinician.
“Of course, throughout this trial, the welfare and safety of the veterans and of the dogs will be paramount.”
La Trobe Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Keith Nugent said that the University, in consultation with
DVA, veteran mental health and industry experts, will establish and apply best practice protocols to
guide the training, selection and monitoring of participants and assistance dogs.
“This world-first approach to assisting people with PTSD will see our researchers working alongside industry experts in assistance-dog training. Our students and staff will also play an integral role in this process. We expect this project to make a meaningful difference to the lives of our veterans,” Professor
Nugent said.
Mr Chester said the assistance dog trial was just one of the new initiatives to strengthen the Turnbull
Government’s commitment to veterans’ mental health and wellbeing.
“This trial involving DVA and La Trobe University will include consultation and the active participation
of veterans through the design and delivery of this program.
“We are putting veterans and their families at the centre of everything we do, and this trial is an important tool in our efforts to support those who have served our nation in uniform.”

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans Line
24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and free and confidential counselling.
Phone 1800 011 046.
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DFRDB UPDATE JUNE 2018
After Herb posted the DFRDB Presentation on YouTube, he drew it to the attention of every MP and Senator, to which, he
received just 35 responses which were not automatically generated and the majority of those stated they could do nothing because Herb did not reside in their Electorate or State.
It seems that the Government has dug in its heels and continues to consider this matter closed, with the Minister still expressing no interest in meeting with us. The Shadow Minister gives the impression that the response from Labor will not be any
different and has again suggested that we stand a better chance of getting something done through legal action.
So we will now direct our efforts to that end.
At least one DFRDB recipient is already actively seeking support for a class action, despite our efforts to dissuade him. Because we have not yet established the viability of our case and because we are far from convinced that we meet the necessary
criteria for a class action. Particularly, when we can only identify a small proportion of the total DFRDB recipient population.
That view was reinforced during a conversation Herb had with a representative from Slater & Gordon, a well-known class action law firm.
Our view is that, when we have received advice that we have a case which stands a reasonable chance of success, any legal action should be mounted by an incorporated representative association.
Our major short term objectives now are:
To continue to build our case and to determine its viability.
Recently, we received advice from a superannuation specialist who has given us a better understanding of the issues, particularly
those surrounding commutation. Advice has been received from the Defence Ombudsman that since our issue is related to policy rather than its administration, the Ombudsman’s Office is unable to intervene. Legal advice based around
the DFRDB Presentation has already been sought but we are still waiting for a reply.
To substantially increase the awareness of our cause.
We cannot get access to the DFRDB population’s contact details from ComSuper, so we must rely on the recipients of our
updates to spread the word and help us track down as many DFRDB recipients as possible. By 1:00PM on 12 June
2018, the DFRDB Presentation had been viewed just 5,223 times, after it was posted on 10 April 2018. That is less
than 10% of the total DFRDB recipient population. If that is the extent of our reach and/or the level of interest, then
it will be difficult to raise the necessary support and funding for any legal action.
To create a register of DFRDB recipients and their benefit details.
So far we have based the effect of the DFRDB legislation on a limited number of case studies. While these highlight the effect
of the various provisions of concern, they are not a statistically valid sample of the overall DFRDB population. We
have to better quantify and illustrate the effects of those provisions. Herb is working on that and establishing a web
based register.
Once we have established the viability of our case, we can approach appropriately qualified legal firms to determine the cost of
mounting an action. After which, we have to raise the necessary funds. We will cast the net far and wide for support.
On a related note.
A number of DFRDB recipients have expressed concerns that any gains we may achieve in DFRDB will be accompanied by a
corresponding loss for those who are in receipt of a Service Pension. This is not true.
DVA Factsheet IS87 - Income Test Overview provides a fairly clear explanation but the upshot is that for every dollar gained
in DFRDB only fifty cents is lost from the Service Pension.
Regards, Jim & Herb
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WW1 Soldiers— POETS CORNER
Contributed by Richard Echin of Camden
Marching Men
Under the level winter sky
I saw a thousand Christs go by.
They sang an idle song and free
As they went up to Calvary
Careless of eye and course of lip
They marched in holiest fellowship
That heaven might heal the wounds that gave
Their earth-born dreams to deck the grave.
With Souls unpurged and steadfast breath
They supped the sacrament of deathAnd for each one, far-off, apart,
Seven swords have rent a women’s heart.
Marjorie Pickthall
(1883-1922)
August 1914
What in our lives is burnt
In the fire of this?
The hearts dear granary?
The much we shall miss?
Three lives have but one lifeIron, honey, gold.
The gold, the honey goneLeft is the hard and cold.
Iron are our lives
Molten right through our youth.
A burnt space through ripe fields.
A fair mouth’s broken tooth.
Isaac Rosenberg
(25-11-1890 – 1.4.1918)
Belgium
La Belgique ne regrette rien
Not with her ruined silver spires,
Not with her cities shamed and rent,
Perish the imperishable fires
That shape the homestead from the tent.
Wherever men are staunch and free,
Then shall she keep her fearless state,
And homeless, to great nations be
The home of all that makes them great.
Edith Wharton
(24-11-1862 -11-8-1937)

Veterans News– July 2018
Page 5

Recently a veteran believed he was disadvantaged by making what was considered
to be a gift by selling a property for $1.00
I make no comment on the specifics of this case as it is under review however the
fact sheet explains the policy, this is only an extract, a full version is on the DVA
web site www.dva.gov.au

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Factsheet IS92 - Giving Away Income or Assets

Purpose

This Factsheet explains what is considered to be a gift for pension or veteran payment purposes
and how giving income or assets away may affect your pension or payment. It also explains how
giving away income or assets may impact on the fees and charges you may be asked to pay in
residential aged care.

What is a gift?
A gift is any money or property that you give away and for which you do not receive adequate
financial consideration. Gifting is the term often used when you dispose of an asset, property or
income for less than its market value. It can also be called disposal or deprivation. This does not
mean that you cannot give reasonable gifts to people.
The disposal can be either a transfer to another person (including a family member), private company or trust for less than market value, or it can be a gift to a person, private company or trust.
An example is where you give money to friends or relatives and get nothing in return. Another
example is where you sell property to friends or relatives for less than the property is actually
worth.

Why does gifting affect my pension or payment?
Gifting affects your pension or payment because it either directly or indirectly reduces the assets
or income available for your personal use. The gifting or deprivation provisions are intended to
limit the potential for individuals to avoid the assets and income tests.
This does not mean that you cannot give reasonable gifts to people, as gifting is permissible within certain limits. Any gift made that is greater in value than the allowed limit may affect your
pension or payment. The reduction in your asset value, or in your income through gifting, continues to be counted in working out the rate of your pension or payment. This means you may be
assessed on assets you no longer own, or on income you no longer receive

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans
Line can be reached 24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and
free and confidential counselling. Phone 1800 011 046.
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WAR WIDOWS GUILD OF AUSTRALIA
War Widows' Guild of Australia NSW Limited
Level 14, 227 Elizabeth Street, Sydney NSW 2000
Tel 02 9267 6577
Toll free 1800 451 615 (country members)
Fax 02 9267 6601
Email: guild@warwidowsnsw.com.au
Website: www.warwidowsnsw.com.au
Donations to the Guild are greatly appreciated and are applied to support war widows. Donations are tax deductible
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Welcome to “Engage”
Supporting those who serve
Engage is an online portal that current, transitioning, and former ADF members; their
families, and/or those involved in their support can use to locate support services.
Engage simplifies the process of accessing support by providing information on not-forprofit services available from a range of service providers.
In providing the Engage website, the Department of Defence does not guarantee, and
accepts no legal liability whatsoever arising from or connected to, any material contained
on this website or on any linked site. For more information, please see the Disclaimer at
https://engage.forcenet.gov.au/.
Engage ‘connects’ users to support services based on different criteria including:
• Need
• Physical location – local, regional and national
• Service or support required
Engage will readily link to a range of support and services from:
• Government, including Defence and Department of Veterans Affairs.
• Not-for-profit service providers and charities.
• Other service providers who choose to participate.
Engage will be operated by the Department of Defence, with data maintained by participating service providers.
The web site is at; https://engage.forcenet.gov.au/.

REVIEW OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 2018
The Government Productivity Commission is conducting an independent Review into the Compensation and Rehabilitation of Veterans.
The link to the Productivity Commission web site is www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/veterans/
issues.
The Government and the Department of Veterans Affairs are asking for your comments, concerns
and or solutions to what are seen to be departmental shortcomings and will be accepting submissions from the public and ex-service organisations over the next months.

<meta htt
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LIFE ON THE LINE.
a veterans documentary project,
The project is an audio-only podcast where we interview a different Australian war veteran every
week. The ‘podcast’ – called Life on the Line – follows the format of a classic radio interview,
where we release a recorded audio interview digitally for Australian listeners to enjoy via their
computers, smartphones and other devices. The podcast is available for free from our website or via
apps Apple Podcasts and Overcast (Android-friendly) – we are using earnings from our documentary to fund this project. The podcast has the endorsement and participation of the Honourable Dr
Brendan Nelson and the Australian War Memorial.
We are recording the stories of the wartime service of veterans who served in World War II, the
Malayan Emergency, Korea and Vietnam to Afghanistan and Iraq, and any other armed conflict or
operation in which Australians were involved. Some participants from Vietnam War include:
 Sandy MacGregor – Engineers: https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2017/9/6/1sandy-macgregor
 Guy Griffiths – Navy: https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2017/8/31/4-guy-griffiths
 David Buckwalter – Army: https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2017/8/31/5-davidbuckwalter
 David Leafe – Army Dentist: https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2017/8/25/9-davidleafe
 Andrew Robertson – Navy: https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2017/8/25/11andrew-robertson-vol-i
 Ron Aitken – Air Force: https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2017/8/25/12-ron-aitken
 Adrian Clunies-Ross – Army: https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2017/10/2/15adrian-clunies-ross
 Don Barnby – SAS: https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2018/4/3/18-don-barnby-vol
-i
 Peter Sinclair – Navy: https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2018/5/8/23-peter-sinclair
And plenty more still to come – including two new interviews out next Tuesday 26 June.
We thought you would be interested to know of this podcast show. It may be something you wish
to share with your members or host on your website.
I encourage you to check out our website www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com to learn more about us
and see what we’re all about.
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City of Campbelltown RSL Sub Branch Magic Moments Club
Every Thursday from 10 am to 1.45 pm at Campbelltown RSL
for more information
Contacts: Kay Price 4626 6805 & Mary Wright 4631 1468
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THE MOUSE THAT (ALMOST) ROARED
Panzerkampfwagen VIII Maus ("Mouse") was a German World War II super-heavy tank completed in late 1944. It is the heaviest fully enclosed armoured fighting vehicle ever built. Five were
ordered, but only two hulls and one turret were completed before the testing grounds were captured by advancing Soviet military forces.
These two prototypes – one with, and the other without a turret – underwent trials in late 1944.
The complete vehicle was 10.2 metres (33 ft 6 in) long, 3.71 metres (12 ft 2 in) wide and 3.63 metres (11.9 ft) high. Weighing 188 metric tons, the Maus's main armament was the Krupp-designed
128 mm KwK 44 L/55 gun, based on the 12.8 cm Pak 44 anti-tank field artillery piece also used in
the casemate-type Jagdtiger tank destroyer, with a coaxial 75 mm KwK 44 L/36.5 gun. The 128 mm
gun was powerful enough to destroy all Allied armoured fighting vehicles then in service, some at
ranges exceeding 3,500 metres (2.2 mi).
The principal problem in the design of the Maus was developing an engine and drivetrain which
was powerful enough to adequately propel the tank, yet small enough to fit inside it — as it was
meant to use the same sort of "hybrid drive", using an internal-combustion engine to operate an
electric generator to power its tracks with electric motor units, much as its Ferdinand Porschedesigned predecessors, the VK 3001 (P), VK 4501 (P), and Elefant had. The drive train was electrical, designed to provide a maximum speed of 20 kilometres per hour (12 mph) and a minimum
speed of 1.5 kilometres per hour (0.93 mph). However, during actual field testing, the maximum
speed achieved on hard surfaces was 13 kilometres per hour (8.1 mph) with full motor field, and by
weakening the motor field to a minimum, a top speed of 22 kilometres per hour (14 mph) was
achieved. The vehicle's weight made it unable to utilize most bridges, instead it was intended to
ford to a depth of 2 metres (6 ft 7 in) or submerge up to a depth of 8 metres (26 ft 3 in) and use a
snorkel to cross rivers.
The Maus was intended to punch holes through enemy defences in the manner of an immense
"breakthrough tank", whilst taking almost no damage to any components.

The Lions Club of Ingleburn is offering persons with a passion an opportunity to serve
their community
To learn more contact Lion Wayne Franshaw on 0407 358 693
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SERVICES DIRECTORY
Campbelltown RSL Sub branch Carberry lane Campbelltown NSW 2560 Phone 02 4626 8340
Ingleburn RSL Sub Branch Chester Road Ingleburn NSW 2565 Phone 02 9765 7700
Camden RSL Sub Branch 23 Cawdor Road Camden NSW 2570 Phone 02 4658 0049
Sydney Legacy—02 9248 9000
Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia, Macarthur Sub Branch Inc Campbelltown Phone 02 4628 0684
Veterans Recreation Centre, Dredges Cottage, 303 Queen Street Campbelltown NSW 2560 Phone 02 4628 4369
N.S.W. National Servicemen's Association & Affiliates Inc. Phone 9759-3629, or 9759-3624
Macarthur Veterans Golf Club, John Shay Phone 02 4625 2089
Financial Service
Austax, Accountants & Financial Planners Pty Ltd, Oxford Rd Ingleburn Phone 02 9605 8350
Health Services
South West Sydney Area Health Service, Campbelltown Hospital / Camden Hospital Phone 02 4634 3000
Campbelltown Private Hospital, Parkside Crescent Campbelltown 02 4621 9111
Greenhill's Community Nursing, 82 Menangle Road Camden Robert Wilson Phone 02 4655 2522
Vital Home Health Services, Phone 02 9703 5661 or Hoda Al-Hayek on 0425 227 862
Regal Home Health, Community nursing services www.regalhealth.com.au Phone 02 9264 4555
Mental Health -Northside Macarthur Clinic, 92-96 Dumaresq St Campbelltown 1300 652 627
Australian Unity Home care Services, Shop 3 5-7 Lithgow Street Campbelltown 02 4629 1620
Macarthur Disability Services, Phone 1800 683 232
Southern Cross Occupational Therapy 02 4655 3559
Exercise physiology– Ontrac Lifestyle Management 02 4655 2266 and www.ontrachealth.com.auChiropractor:
Exercise physiology—Macarthur Natural Health Clinic, 12-14 Queen St Campbelltown, Phone 02 4627 8215
Podiatrist:
Geoffrey Crichton 171-179 Queen street Campbelltown NSW phone 02 4628 6030
Podiatrist:
Corinna Tracey, 20 Macquarie Road Ingleburn NSW, Phone 02 9829 7525 or 0419 618 502
Podiatrist
Dane Sephton, Min-Toe Podiatry,1/48 Ben Lomond Road Minto NSW 02 9603 3211
Podiatrist
Camden Foot Clinic 26 Broughton St, Camden NSW 2570 Phone 02 4655 5600
Podiatrist
Wendy Satara podiatry 82 Menangle rd Camden ( near hospital) 0246557390
Physiotherapy: Ingleburn Physiotherapy 02 9829 3281
Physiotherapy: Lifestyle and Sports Physiotherapy 02 4647 3373
Chiropractor: Campbelltown Chiropractic Centre. Bradbury Professional Centre Phone 02 4628 7227
Chiropractor: Macarthur Natural Health Clinic, 12-14 Queen St Campbelltown, (near Tim’s) Phone 02 4627 8215
Optometrist:: Eyecare plus, 21 Dumaresq St Campbelltown Phone 02 4628 3651
Dentist::
Dr Mathew White -level 6, City Centre, 171-179 Queen St Campbelltown 02 4625 4897
Dentist:
Dr Dejan Ilic -Suite 122, 4 Hyde Parade Campbelltown 02 4626 1541
Dentist;
Dr Warwick Hinds 44 Argyle St Camden 02 4655 6036 or 02 4655 9848
Dentures;
Aesthetic Denture Clinic, Shop 22/23, 180-186 Argyle Street Camden 02 4655 4438
Dietician:
Rosemary Mifsud, PO Box 671 Goulburn 0431 375 839
Dietician
Cameron McLean ONTRAC Camden and Bowral phone 02 48622444
Federal Members of Parliament
Macarthur:
Dr Mike Freelander MP. 37 Queen Street Campbelltown NSW 2560 Phone 02 4620 0293
Werriwa:
Anne Stanley MP– Shop 7, 441 Hoxton Park Road Hinchinbrook 2168 phone 02 8783 0977
Hume:
Angus Taylor MP – suite 2 - 190a Argyle Street, Camden NSW 2570 phone: 02 4655 7631.
State Members of Parliament
Campbelltown: Mr Greg Warren MP - 3/72 Queen Street Campbelltown NSW 2560 Phone 02 4625 3344
Camden:
Mr Chris Patterson MP- 66 John Street Camden 2570 Phone 02 4655 3333
Macquarie Fields: Mr Anoulack Chanthivong MP Shop 3, 2-6 Oxford Road, Ingleburn Phone 02 9618 2077
Government Services
Department of Veterans Affairs Phone 133 254 from regional areas Phone 1800 555 254, internet www.dva.gov.au
Veterans and Veteran Families Counseling service 1800 011 046
Veterans Line after hours crisis counseling phone 1800 043 503
Veterans Home care 1300 550 450
Miscellaneous
Seniors Information Service Phone 13 12 44
South West Community Transport enquiries 02 9426 8999 or Bookings 1300 138 794
Campbelltown Senior Cyber Seekers. (The Computer club for the adventurous.)
Secretary Nanette Peters 02 4628 0484 www.cyberseekers.org.au

